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     As the seasons change throughout the 

year, life moves forward with opportunities 

to learn and improve our lives.  The holiday 

seasons have made the change and with 

that change, MMS is busy focusing on ways 

to improve. 

 

     We are entering the time of year which 

offers opportunities for visits with family 

during Thanksgiving and Christmas vaca-

tions.  he holiday season is time to teach 

our kids. Ben Carson said, “Happiness 

doesn't result from what we get, but from 

what we give.” This is a time for us to mod-

el giving and show our kids that it really is 

more blessed to give than to receive. Proba-

bly the greatest lesson we can teach our 

children is giving does not have to be mate-

rial. The best gift we can give is our time, 

and it’s important that our children under-

stand the value of spending time with and 

thinking of others.   

 

     As you plan activities and visits during 

the upcoming holiday season, please be 

mindful of the attendance guidelines and 

policy. Thanksgiving Holiday is from Nov. 

23-25. As important as it is to visit with 

family, school attendance reflects directly 

to student success. I ask that you minimize 

absences from school in planning these 

events. 

 

     Basketball season is now in full swing. 

Due to renovations in our Main Gym, all of 

our home games will be played at the Cen-

tral Middle School Auxiliary Gym. It is lo-

cated on the east side of the main building.  

Central Middle School’s address is 1201 

NW Fort Sill Blvd. We are so thankful that 

Central Middle is giving us this opportuni-

ty. Without their help, our season would 

have been lost. The greatest joy of this is in 

the very near future, MMS gym will be 

complete with new paint, new ceiling tiles 

and new bleachers! 

 

     We thank you for supporting the teach-

ers and staff of MacArthur Middle School.   

 

Sincerely, 

Regina Lambert 
Principal 

Enjoying this time of year at MMS 

Upcoming 

Events: 
Nov. 15— 7th/8th Basket-

ball vs. Cache, 6th Grade 

GT 

Nov. 16 — 8th Grade GT 

Nov. 17 — Orchestra Con-

cert  

Nov. 18 — 7th Grade GT 

Nov. 22 — Basketball vs. 

EMS, 6th Grade Career 

Dress-Up Day 

Nov. 23-25 — Thanks-

giving Break 

Nov. 29 — Spelling Bee 

Meeting, Basketball vs. 

CMS 

Dec. 1 — Winter Dance, 

Choir Concert 

Dec. 2 — 8th Grade Field 

Trip to Cameron 

Dec. 5 — Basketball vs. 

TMS 

Dec. 6 — 6th Grade GT, 

Spelling Bee Meeting 

Dec. 7 — 7th Grade GT, 

Basketball Pictures 

Dec. 8 — 8th Grade GT, 

7th/8th Basketball vs. 

Ardmore 

Dec. 9 — 8th Grade Field 

Trip to Cameron 

Dec. 12-16 —Semester 

Tests 

Dec. 16 — Last Day of 

First Semester 

This Issue: 
Page 1 — Calendar, Prin-

cipal’s welcome message 

Page 2 — Team updates & 

announcements. 

Page 3 — Team updates & 

announcements. 

Page 4 — Feature: “Test-

taking tips” 

MMS students thank local 

veterans for their service  

to our country following 

the annual Veterans Day 

ceremony held Thursday, 

Nov. 10. The ceremony, 

hosted by the Military 

Child Club, thanked ser-

vice members from the 

school, families and com-

munity. Photo by Abby 

Jones, yearbook staff. 
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Click on the Facebook logo or visit 

www.facebook.com/homeofthescots to Like our 

official MacArthur Middle School Facebook page. 

This is the only school-approved page! 

     Seventh grade is very busy in all their subjects this 
month. In English, students are studying the writing 
strategies, tools, and techniques of persuasive writ-
ing. In Reading, students are reading The Outsiders 
and will watch the movie later this month.  

     In Geography, students are learning about the his-
tory and geography of Europe. In Math, students are 
finishing up two-step equations and inequalities. In 
Science, students are wrapping up their studies of 

physics and are researching different types of scien-
tists to learn about career choices in their fields. 

     We are still collecting recipes for the seventh grade 
cookbook. Please send in recipes by November 18th. 
It would be great to have one hundred percent partic-
ipation from the class. 

     If you have any questions regarding the cookbook, 
please email Mrs. Barnard at 
zoe.barnard@lawtonps.org. 

You can now pre-order your yearbook! Yearbooks are $40 — Pre-ordering is the only way to guarantee you get 

a yearbook. Click the “Buy A Yearbook” banner below to order online! 

7th grade continues exploration in all subjects 

Sixth graders meet with several professionals 

     With the seasons changing 
around us and the holiday season 
upon us, the sixth grade team 
would like to commend our stu-
dents and staff for making this se-
mester one to remember. Our stu-
dents have adjusted fully to life in 
middle school, and their behavior 
has been exemplary. Even under 
the burdens of a new environment 
and new ways to think and work 
our children have excelled and 
even surpassed our hopes, and we 
want to thank parents and the stu-
dents themselves for this amazing 
semester. 

     Last month, our students had a 
special day in which invited speak-
ers to every classroom spoke about 
different careers and the necessary 
effort to achieve them. Speakers 
covered careers such as YouTube 

streamer, police officer, phleboto-
mist, veterinarian and the armed 
services, and gave insight in to how 
to these jobs work. The students 
had a great time, and we’d like to 
thank both the kids and the speak-
ers for making the day such a suc-
cess. 

     We do have a few reminders for 
both students and parents. With 
the seasonal change comes testing, 
and starting Nov. 28, students will 
be taking an Alpha Plus bench-
mark test. We would love to see 
our students fully fueled with a 
good breakfast in preparation to 
do their best. We’d also like to re-
mind everyone that with the se-
mester stretching on it may be 
time to take stock of your child’s 
supplies. Please make sure that 

pencils and paper are available and 
brought to class.  

     Finally, we’d like to remind par-
ents that the Infinite Campus por-
tal is up and running for parents 
who want an easy way to keep tabs 
on their child’s progress including 
grades, tardies and absences. The 
link is available on the Lawton 
Public Schools webpage, and par-
ents must secure a code from the 
main office in order to access the 
program. 

     Thanks again for a wonderful 
semester thus far. We have no 
doubt that this semester will carry 
on with the same exceptional qual-
ity it has been, and we thank the 
parents, children and staff for this 
unrivalled success. 

https://www.facebook.com/homeofthescots
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1047372/Macarthur-Middle-School/2017-Yearbook/2016073004441609767/CATALOG_SHOP/
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     The Direct Instruction classes have been very 
busy. We are all working to get everyone signed up 
for and are using USA Test Prep so that they can 
practice on skills needed in the middle school. It has 
every core subject so your children may tell you that 
they are going to the computer lab to practice differ-
ent subjects.  

     These six weeks have flown by and Thanksgiving 
will be here before you know it. We will be collecting 
different  items to help out others.  

     The Direct Instruction team wishes to thank eve-
ryone for their support. Please remind your children 
to study for all tests and complete assignments in 
class in a timely manner and always ask for help 
when needed. We are here to help always.  

News from DI Team 

Top Gun Team: 8th grade explores careers at GPTC 

     The eighth grade team has 
wrapped up the Bedlam T-shirt 
fundraiser and the orders have 
been placed —-Watch for yours 
soon! 

     Many students visited Great 
Plains Technology Center, explor-
ing some of the career-study oppor-
tunities offered there. Lil Mac stu-
dents flew planes on flight simula-
tors, dusted fingerprints, checked 
their heart rates before and after 
exercise, replaced belts on cars, 

made movies and even drove ro-
bots. 

     This experience helped to rein-
force how important the lessons 
students are learning each day in 
class will be when it comes to 
choosing a career, as Career Tech 
students explained the math, sci-
ence and reasoning skills required 
for each tech major. 

     Eighth graders have also collect-
ed baby items for donation and are 

planning to assist in the schools’ 
upcoming food drive. 

     In classes, we are preparing for 
the 2nd Interim Assessments, 
which will begin soon.  

     The eighth grade teaching team 
wishes all our sports teams and ac-
ademic clubs success! 

MMS thanks the 

LPS Foundation! 

The Lawton Public Schools Founda-

tion awarded 15 grants to 14 MacAr-

thur Middle School faculty members, 

totaling $11,456.11 to be used for our 

students! 

Congratulations to Amy Gilpen, Anita 

Kennedy, Erin Berry, Misti Hively, 

Sue Ann Hannah, Stephanie Shipley, 

Tommye Ayers, Amee Tahbonemah, 

Karen Torbert, Jessica Parker, Kathy 

Plunk, Karen Dastrup, Julie Swof-

ford and Elijah Morlett. 

Mac Middle year-

book students tour 

the set of OU Night-

ly during their tour 

of the Gaylord 

School of Journal-

ism and Mass Com-

munication at the 

University of Okla-

homa. The tour 

concluded a busy 

day at the Fall Me-

dia Monday confer-

ence, the largest 

yearbook workshop 

in the state. 
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     Do you sweat, chew your 

pencil, and feel butterflies in 

your stomach as your teacher 

hands out a test? A lot of people 

(adults included) get freaked 

out when it's time to take a test.  

     It's natural to feel some 

stress about taking tests. In 

fact, sometimes a little adrena-

line (a hormone made by your 

body during times of excite-

ment or stress) is a good thing 

to jump-start you. 

     Here are some tips for taking 

tests: 

     -First, be sure you've studied 

properly. It sounds like a no-

brainer, but if you're sure of the 

information, you'll have less 

reason to be worried. 

     -Get enough sleep the night 

before the test. Your memory 

recall will be much better if 

you've had enough rest. In a sci-

entific study, people who got 

enough sleep before taking a 

math test did better than those 

who stayed up all night study-

ing. 

     -Listen closely to any instruc-

tions. As the teacher hands out 

the test, be sure you know 

what's expected of you. 

     -Read the test through 

first. Once you have the test pa-

per in front of you, read over 

the entire test, checking out 

how long it is and all the parts 

that you are expected to com-

plete. This will allow you to esti-

mate how much time you have 

for each section and ask the 

teacher any questions. If some-

thing seems unclear before you 

start, don't panic: ask. 

     -Focus on addressing each 

question individually. As you 

take the test, if you don't know 

an answer, don't obsess over it. 

Instead, answer the best way 

you can or skip over the ques-

tion and come back to it after 

you've answered other ques-

tions. 

     -Relax. If you're so nervous 

that you blank out, you might 

need a mini-break. Of course 

you can't get up and move 

around in the middle of a test, 

but you can wiggle your fingers 

and toes, take four or five deep 

breaths, or picture yourself on a 

beach or some other calm place. 

As we all know, it can be easy to 

forget things we know well — 

like a locker combination. The 

difference is we know we'll re-

member our locker combina-

tion because we've used it hun-

dreds of times, so we don't pan-

ic and the combination number 

eventually comes back. During 

a test, if you blank out on some-

thing and start to get tense, it 

suddenly becomes much more 

difficult to remember. 

     -Finished already? Although 

most teachers will let you hand 

a test in early, it's usually a 

good idea to spend any extra 

time checking over your work. 

You also can add details that 

you may not have thought you'd 

have time for. On the other 

hand, if you have 5 minutes un-

til the bell rings and you're still 

writing, wind up whatever 

you're working on without pan-

icking. 

     These tips should help most 

people, but some can get seri-

ous test-taking terror. If you're 

one of them, you may need to 

talk to a parent, teacher, or 

counselor for help. 

     Good luck! 

 

     This information was pro-

vided by KidsHealth®, one of 

the largest resources online for 

medically reviewed health in-

formation written for parents, 

kids, and teens. For more arti-

cles like this, visit Kid-

sHealth.org or Teen-

sHealth.org. © 1995- 2016 . 

The Nemours Foundation/

KidsHealth®. All rights re-

served.  

Teenshealth.org: Test-taking tips 


